 PAGE 
2

Professor Buck-Morss





Wednesdays 2-4 via zoom

Spring 2021










Critical Reason: The Basics 

This seminar understands “Political Theory” in a way different from much of the theory canon. Rather than dealing with philosophical writings about politics, Critical Reason reflects on the production of knowledge itself. The insight that our method of conceptualization matters for politics, that it loads the dice for political judgments made, is deeply indebted to the foundational texts that we will read together this semester.
The course deals with basic concepts and problems of Western Critical Theory. The readings focus on two foundational authors, Kant and Hegel, and the critical theory of Theodor Adorno as it relates to these authors.  Philosophy is considered from the perspective of the political. Concepts include: critical reason, transcendental claims, phenomenology, dialectics, non-identity, materialist metaphysics, history, causality, and freedom.  Students who are non-specialists are encouraged to read extremely difficult texts (Kant's Critique of Pure Reason, excerpts from Hegel's Phenomenology of Spirit, and Encyclopedia Logic, Adorno's Lectures on Kant and Hegel) with the goal of developing critical capacities for concrete, historical analyses of political, social and economic life. The challenge is not to master systems of thought, but to make the concepts of the readings and the insights they provide meaningful for contemporary projects of critical analysis. Seminar requirements: sustained, active seminar participation, one short midterm paper, and one final paper (or exam option).

Required Texts:
Immanuel Kant, Critique of Pure Reason. trans. Werner S. Pluhar (Indianapolis: Hacket Publishing Company, 1996). PLEASE NOTE: This is the required translation, and has been ordered at the CUNY GC booksite. https://gc.textbookx.com/institutional/?action=browse#books/2708859/
If you are consulting another translation (e.g., Paul Geyer and Allen Wood, 1998), please make sure it is one that notes the A/B scholarly distinctions between the 1781/ 1787 editions. At Project Gutenberg you will find the J. J. D. Meiklejohn (1920) translation:
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/4280/4280-h/4280-h.htm  
This online site can be searched, copied, and printed by readers. HOWEVER, there is no indication of the A/B scholarly distinctions.  It will be not be a sufficient way to handle seminar assignments, or to find our way collectively within the texts.
For Hegel it is paragraph numbers that are crucial, in both the Encyclopedia Logic I and the Phenomenology of Spirit. 
The Gereats et al. translation by Hackett of the Logic is preferred; the Miller translation of the Phenomenology is preferred. The Marxist Archive has the preface to both the Logic (trans. William Wallace, 1873) and the Phenomenology (translator not indicated): https://www.marxists.org/reference/archive/hegel/works/sl/introduction.pdf
In 2018, two new translations of the Phenomenology appeared: by Terry Pinkard for Cambridge U.  Press, and by Michael Inwood for Oxford U. Press. Both translate Begriff as “concept” (not “notion”) which is a major problem with the A. V. Miller translation (who follows Wallace in this). both are in hard bound edition at over $100. Pinkard’s is in paper ($33.00). Miller’s is still available (at half the price: $16.00). Pinkard and Miller use the same numbering of the paragraphs. I advise Miller. So:
*Immanuel Kant, Critique of Pure Reason. trans. Werner S. Pluhar (Indianapolis: Hacket Publishing Company, 1996).

*G.W.F. Hegel, Encyclopedia Logic, trans. Geraets et al (Indianapolis: Hackett Publishers, 1991)
*G.W.F. Hegel, The Phenomenology of Sprit, trans. A.V. Miller (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1977).
*Theodor W. Adorno, Kant’s Critique of Pure Reason, trans. Rodney Livingstone (Stanford: Stanford U Press, 2001)  

*Theodor W. Adorno, History and Freedom, trans. Rodney Livingstone (Cambridge, Mass.: Polity Press, 2001)
Assignments:
Week 1 (February 3) Introduction. (Each week one of you will help guide the discussion of this week’s readings. Each week I’ll give a short explanation of the upcoming week’s readings.)
Week 2 (February 10) 
Immanuel Kant, Critique of Pure Reason (readings from A1/B1 –B169; Pluhar trans., pp. 5 – 203; 
Guyer and Wood trans., pp. 99-218)
Kant’s Prefaces to the First (A) edition, and Second (B) editions. 

Pay attention to the ‘essential demands” for “certainty” and “distinctness,” and even 
more to the metaphors Kant uses – including the Copernican Revolution that he claims 
for his metaphysical approach.
The Distinction between Analytic and Synthetic Judgments (expansive knowledge, math 
as 
paradigmatic).

Meaning of “transcendental”: not the object, but the cognizing of the object 
Distinction between sensibility (intuition) and understanding (concept)
Transcendental Aesthetic: Space and Time as (non-conceptual) a priori of experience

Transcendental Logic: “Thoughts without content are empty; intuitions without concepts are 
blind” (A 51/B 75)
Table of Categories (as the pure concepts of synthesis in understanding) (A80/B106): as the “conditions of possibility” of experience; David Hume’s scandalous claim that empirically we cannot arrive at “laws” of scientific understanding; Kant asks: how can a judgment be both empirical and necessary? 
“Transcendental power of imagination” to synthesize perceptions/apprehensions (A 102)

The production of an object through the “formal unity of apprehensions”  - example: a triangle (A 105-A130)


Transcendental object - the pure concept of an object (x) = the necessary unity of
consciousness “this constant and enduring I” (A 124)

Laws of nature are imposed by us
“The I think must be capable of accompanying all my representations” (B131-2)

The “Objective Unity of Self-Consciousness” (B140) – judgments are about the object; they are not subjective (B142). They apply only to possible objects of experience (B148)

How I can be an object to myself [{s-o} S] (B156)

How I can turn a series of perceptions into an object (e.g. a house as a schema of understanding) (B162).
Adorno, Kant’s Critique of Pure Reason (1959 lectures): Lectures 1-3 (pp. 1-33) A great summary of above readings
If you have time for more, read Lectures 4 and 5 (pp. 34-56).
Week 3 (February 17) 
Kant, Critique of Pure Reason, “Transcendental Analytic” (Pluhar trans., pp. 204-375; Guyer and Wood, trans., pp. 219-383.)
Adorno (lecture 4) calls the “Transcendental Analytic” the “positive side” of Kant’s critical reason.  

Thematic in this section are also the limits of reason -distinction between what it can know with certainty, as opposed to what it can think rationally but can not know.  

See Kant’s text for the “schemata” of understanding, and the conditions of possibility of judgments in the natural sciences (objects, not in themselves, but as they are “given” in experience), the fact that objects given in experience must adhere to the following principles: non-contradiction, succession, magnitude, and causality. (B 190-B 197). Causality is a crucial form of scientific judgment (synthetic a priori: example: the sun warms the stone).  Skim this section, which is summarized (B 294).

Adorno, Kant’s Critique of Pure Reason, Lectures 7-12 (pp. 69-137). We will see how the principle of non-contradiction becomes a block to Kant’s ability to understand reality.

Week 4 (February 24)  Phenomena/Noumena; “Ideas”/ Adorno’s understanding of Kant
Kant, Critique of Pure Reason 
     “The Distinction of All Objects as Such into Phenomena and Noumena” - islands of certain reason in a stormy ocean (A236/B295); the thing-in-itself cannot be known/ The “concept” of the noumena to name the things in themselves has a “negative meaning,” (B 307) not a positive meaning reached via abstraction (“to stray into intelligible worlds” (A 289)  [Skim “Amphiboly of Concepts of Reflection” and “Transcendental Illusion”]

     “The Transcendental Dialectic,” (Pluhar pp. 361-379; Geyer and Wood, pp. 384-549). 
Adorno calls this the “negative” side of the critique of reason, the side he himself emphasizes, as the limits to reason; what reason can not tell us, but why it is natural for us to desire knowledge beyond the limits of possible experience. We will concentrate on a short part of the Transcendental Dialectic, Section 1: “On Ideas as Such” (A 312-B 377 [Pluhar, pp. 261-367]) Adorno once wrote that these were the “finest pages ever written about Plato” (Adorno, Metaphysics: Concepts and Problems, p. 20). 

Adorno, Kant’s Critique of Pure Reason: catch up on your reading from this book (through Lecture 20), paying special attention to his concept of Society as “the block” (Lecture 16). We will concentrate this week on Adorno’s reading of Kant as a dialectic and materialist alternative to Marx; the latter relies on Hegel’s theory of history as progress toward communism in ways that Adorno, experiencing Stalinism and Fascism, could not follow. 

Week 5 (March 3) Freedom (3rd Antinomy)
We will focus on Kant’s theory of Freedom, the central category of Kant’s political theory. Skim the Paralogisms of Pure Reason -logical deductions that go beyond reason’s legitimate terrain by mistaking words for things. Note (cf. Descartes) there is no rational psychology – the “I” who thinks is not fully known; cannot be known (B 427-B 432; cf. Adorno’s Lecture 18, “Psychology”).
     Concentrate on the Antinomies (what they are [A 421- A 425 [battle metaphors] as part of the chapter on the “transcendental dialectic”), and specifically the Third Antinomy that concerns Freedom (A 445 – A 452; [Pluhar, pp. 473-475]). 
     What does Kant mean by “freedom”? (A 533-A 537 [Pluhar, pp. 535-539]): “For if appearances are things in themselves, then freedom cannot be saved” (A 537)
     See also: 

     “On the Ideal as Such” (A 568-A 571)

     “Concluding Comment on the Entire Antinomy of Pure Reason” (A 565- A 567)

     On the ontological proof of God: “Being is not a real predicate” (A 599- A 603)        
      as a “regulative idea” of practical reason: morality as the freedom to act (A643-A64)  
     “On the Final Aim of the Natural Dialectic of Human Reason” (A 669- A 672)
     God cannot be disproven by reason (A 742 – A 744)
     “The Canon of Pure Reason” (A 795 - A 797) Adorno says this conclusion is too little read
Kant, “On the Faculties” (scan from Kant’s Political Writings), particularly the famous section 6 on the French Revolution.
     See also Lecture 20 from Adorno, Kant’s Critique of Pure Reason, “The Concept of the Transcendental IV (pp. 213-234)
---------------------------------
Week 6 (March 10) Short paper due (5-7 pp). We will discuss your reflections on Kant.
-----------------------------------

Week 7 (March 17) Hegel, Encyclopedia Logic: translators’ preface, pp. vii-ix; Hegel’s introduction, paragraphs 1-18; Preliminary Conception, paragraphs 19-39 (Hackett edition, pp. 24-79).
[Adorno lecture 8 from Introduction to Dialectic: the dialectic is NOT a schema of thesis/antithesis/synthesis]
Week 8 (March 24) Hegel, Encyclopedia Logic: “Critical Philosophy” paragraphs 40-60. (Hackett ed., pp. 80-108) 

Para. 48: critique of Kantian Antinomy (dialectics)


Para. 53-55: on Kant’s 2nd and 3rd critiques (is/ought; free imagination)
Sample other sections:


Being becomes (Summary: Para. 111)


Essence appears (para. 112-131; 138-143)


Critique of liberalism’s “free will = free choice” (para. 145)


The Concept (para. 160-165)
-------------------------------
Week 9 (March 31) SPRING VACATION
-------------------------------
Week 10 (April 7) Hegel, Phenomenology of Spirit: “Preface” (written last), paragraphs 1-72.
     Pinkard’s introduction to his 2018 translation, “Hegel’s Path to the Phenomenology”, pp. ix-xxxvi, especially “A Brief Overview of the Book” and his note on translation, especially of Aufhebung/ aufheben as “sublate,” pp. xxxvii-xlv; and “Table of Contents, pp. 1-2)

Week 11 (April 14)  Hegel, The Phenomenology of Spirit  Self-Consciousness as Consciousness through Another: Herrschaft-Knechtshaft (the master-slave dialectic) paragraphs 178-196.
We will read the original + 3 variants of interpretation:


1. Hegel, Phenomenology of Spirit (Pinkard trans. [2018] pp. 108-116; Miller trans. (1977) pp. 111-119).


2. Karl Marx, “Critique of Hegel’s Philosophy in General,” Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844:
https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1844/manuscripts/hegel.htm

3. Kojève Introduction to the Reading of Hegel, Chapter 1 (“In Place of an Introduction”), pp. 3-30.

4. Buck-Morss, “Hegel and Haiti”

(If you have time: Hegel, Phenomenology of Spirit, On the Enlightenment and Revolution, paragraphs 537-595 [Miller, pp. 328-363; Pinkard, pp. 313-347])
Week 12 (April 21) Adorno on History, History and Freedom, Lectures 1-12 (pp. 3-114)


On Progress; on Universal history; on Ideology (false consciousness); on National Spirit
Week 13 (April 28) Adorno on History, History and Freedom, Lectures 13-28 (pp. 115-266). 

On (2nd) Nature, on (The Concept of) Progress, on (the Dialectic of) Freedom. 
Week 14 (May 5) We will discuss your final papers
Week 15 (May 12) Last class. We will discuss your final papers.

G.W.F. Hegel, Phenomenology of Spirit: Contents

Preface (para. 1-72)


Introduction (para. 73-89)

A. Consciousness: 


I. Sense Certainty: or the ‘This and Meaning’ 


II. Perception: or the Thing and Deception


III. Force and Understanding: Appearance and the Supersensible World 

B. Self-Consciousness

        
IV. The Truth of Self-Certainty


   
A. Independence and Dependence of Self-Consciousness: Master/Slave dialectic (Herrschaft und Knechtschaft, translated here as “Lordship and Bondage”)



B.  Freedom of Self-Consciousness: Stoicism/Skepticism/Unhappy 



Consciousness]

C. Reason [AA]
      V. The Certainty and Truth of Reason 


A. Observing Reason: Observation of nature, laws, teleology, 
organic idea; inner/outer; genus, species, individual; logical/psychological laws; physiognomy and phrenology

[D.] Spirit (Ethical Order, Culture, Morality). State Power –Alienated Obedience (pp. 305-313 [para. 500-516) Enlightenment – Absolute Freedom and Terror (pp.349-363 [para. 574-595])


 B. Actualization of Rational Self-Consciousness through its Own Activity: Pleasure and Necessity; Law of the Heart and Frenzy of Self-Conceit; Virtue and the Way of the World



 C. Individuality as Real in and for Itself:  Spiritual Animal Kingdom (Geistige Tierreich); Reason as lawgiver; Reason as testing laws

[BB.] Spirit

   A. The Ethical Order (the true spirit)


a. The Ethical World: Human and divine Law (Antigone); Man and Woman


b. Ethical Action: Human and Divine Knowledge (J. Butler: Antigone’s Claim)


c. legal status

   B. Self-alienated Spirit. Culture 



I. the world as self-alienated Spirit)




a. culture and its realm of actuality

               

b. faith and pure insight



II. The Enlightenment




a. the struggle of enlightenment with superstition




b. the truth of enlightenment

   

III. Absolute Freedom and Terror [Revolution]

   C. Spirit that is certain of itself. Morality




a. the moral view of the world



b. dissemblance or duplicity




c. conscience; the ‘beautiful soul’, evil and its forgiveness

[CC] Religion

   
A. Natural Religion




a. God as light




b. plant and animal




c. the artificer


B. Religion in the form of Art




a. the abstract work of art




b. the living work of art




c. the spiritual work of art


C. the revealed religion

[DD] Absolute Knowing
